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EXCAVATIONS: INTERIM REPORTS 

The medieval Trent bridges at 
Hemington Fields, Castle Donington 
(SK 459 302) 

Lynden Cooper and Susan Ripper 

Since the excavation of the Norman mill dam in 1985 by the Leicestershire 
Archaeological Unit, continued surveillance of the quarry has been undertaken by Dr. 
C.R. Salisbury (illus.l; see below p.179) . In August 1993 the Leicestershire 
Archaeological Unit was informed of two substantial timber and stone structures, the 
pier bases for a bridge. These were revealed during overburden stripping prior to 
gravel extraction. Subsequent excavation revealed two further pier bases for the 
bridge, provisionally dated to the mid 13th century. As excavations were being 
completed on this structure yet more massive timbers were uncovered at the quarry 
face, some 50m to the north-east. A second programme of excavation was therefore 
undertaken which revealed an even earlier bridge, of 11 th/12th century date. A third 
bridge structure was also found, located between the latter bridges, but had to be 
recorded under watching brief conditions. This structure has a provisional early 13th 
century date. After three months of excavation and two months of watching brief it is 
now possible to give some indication of the findings (illus. 2). 

The 11th/12th century bridge (illus. 2-5) 

The earliest bridge identified, incorporated the remains of two partially collapsed pier 
bases, a double row of posts (which may represent a second phase of bridge) and a 
collapsed trestle structure. The north-western extent of the bridge was quarried away 
during gravel extraction in 1991, although four upright posts were recorded which 
undoubtedly represent the continuation of the double row of posts (see below p.160). 

The pier bases each consisted of four massive timbers, or baseplates, connected to 
each other by diagonal halving lap joints (illus. 4). This created a diamond-shaped 
frame which was internally reinforced with horizontal braces secured to the baseplates 
with squint lap joints. Morticed into the four comers of the frame were four upright 
posts, also braced to the ends of the baseplates. These uprights supported a series of 
raked, interlocking horizontal planks (3 deep) which formed the sides of a caisson, or 
box structure (2.4 by 4.5m sq.) . Each of these boxes was then filled with 
approximately 5 tonnes of Triassic Sherwood sandstone rubble which would have 
acted both as ballast to secure the structure to the river bed, and as a support to the 
superstructure. In spite, or perhaps because of, the solidity of this structure, these piers 
were eventually dislodged, and collapsed into a scour pool. This had formed as a result 
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of turbulence in the area upstream of the first pier base where the flowing river met the 
solid mass of the caissons. 

Secure dating of the structure must await full dendrochronological analysis . 
However, felling dates of 1096 have been obtained from three loose planks found 
downstream from the caisson pier bases (see below p.179). 

A possible second phase of bridge was erected, although it has not yet been 
determined whether this was intended to replace the caissons or to reinforce the pier 
bases. This consisted of two parallel rows of massive, braced posts crossing the river; 
the rows were about 3m apart and the posts set at Sm intervals. A provisional early 
12th century date can be assigned based upon dates gained from the posts observed in 
1991 (Salisbury 1993). 

Overlying one of the pier bases, though not necessarily associated with it, was a 
large collapsed trestle structure (illus. 5) . This comprised a huge baseplate (over 10m 
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3. Hemington F ields: 11 th/1 2th century bridge (facing south-east, ballast stone and trestle removed) 

4. Hemington Fields: caisson 2 (2m scale) 
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5. Hemington Fields: plan of trestle found overlying caisson 2 

long), through which two upright posts were driven through mortice holes. These were 
tenoned by a slight shoulder on the posts, and then reinforced with wooden dowel 
pegs. The presence of these pegs may indicate that the frame had been prefabricated 
on dry land, but the pointed ends of the posts implies they were intended to be pile 
driven. The apparent contradictions in the construction techniques may be resolved by 
further structural analysis. The trestle represents a unique combination of both 
earthfast and timber framing technologies. The posts were then further secured by 
diagonal braces, morticed to the baseplate at one end and jointed to the uprights at the 
height at which the collar (Sm above the baseplate) would have been applied, by a pre
cursor to the chase tenon joint. This joint has not been identified elsewhere in the 
country (G. Milne, pers. comm.). 

The mid 13th century bridge (illus. 2, 6, 7) 

The latest bridge comprised four pier bases demonstrating two different construction 
techniques. The two northern pier bases ( 1 and 2) were of stone construction built 
upon the bank or in the shallows of the river. Pier base 1 survived virtually intact (illus. 
6). It consisted of a hexagonal sandstone plinth, some 9.6m by 4m across with finely 
chamfered facing blocks surrounding a rubble core. The facing blocks were fastened 
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6. Hemington Fields: masonry Pier Base 1, mid 13th century bridge (2 x 2m scale) 

across their tops with iron cramps sealed with lead. The plinth was built upon a larger 
platform of sandstone blocks, up to two courses high. 

Between the stone pier bases was a timber trestle structure, comprising a transverse 
base-plate with braced uprights one of which was earthfast. The base-plate was given 
further stability by the addition of a deeply driven pile to one side of the base-plate, 
diametrically opposite the earthpost upright. The trestle presumably served to support 
the bridge decking between the main piers. The structure resembled the . large trestle 
recorded on the 11 th century bridge, employing a similar unusual combination of 
earthfast and timber frame techniques. A somewhat different timber structure was 
recorded between pier bases 2 and 3. This was a rectangular arrangement of five 
timber piles (a lost sixth timber is likely) which may have served a similar supporting 
function. 

Pier bases 3 and 4 extended into the mid stream of the contemporary river, and 
therefore employed a completely different foundation method , a pier base type termed 
a starling. The better preserved pier base 4 was formed from a hexagonal circuit of oak 
piles, each up to 3m in length, driven deep into the river bed (illus. 7) . The piles 
formed an enclosure with internal dimensions of 1 Orn by 4m across, filled with a 
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7. Remington Fields: starling Pier Base 4, mid 13th century bridge, with buffer structure in the foreground 
(Im horizontal scale, 0.4m vertical scale) 
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platform of roughly hewn sandstone blocks. Surviving on one side of the starling were 
the remnants of an oak ring beam, which consisted of overlapping horizontal timbers 
secured to the tops of some posts with mortice and tenon and joints, but simply resting 
on the shoulders of others. Evidence for a collapsed stone superstructure was indicated 
by several ashlar blocks, some with lead-sealed iron cramps, recovered from a scour 
pool downstream to, and between, the starlings. A single in situ chamfered ashlar 
block, with evidence of iron cramping, suggests that the starlings may have had plinths 
similar to that recorded on pier base 1. The similarity in dimensions would seem to 
support this. Immediately upstream to the cutwater of pier base 4 was a timber-framed 
structure, possibly a shearwater, ice breaker or buffer. Preliminary dendro
chronological dating of the starling timbers by Robert Howard provides a mid 13th 
century date for the bridge. A southern continuation of the bridge beyond the present 
limits of the quarry is likely. 

The early 13th century bridge (illus. 2) 

While the latter structures were being excavated, a third bridge, essentially a double 
row of earthfast posts, was discovered during the extraction of gravel. The piecemeal 
location of the bridge piles necessitated recording by an EDM theodolite. The 
resulting survey plot suggests that the northern extent of the structure had been 
recorded during a previous phase of quarrying in 1990 (Salisbury 1991). The timbers 
were then thought to be associated with a second group some 45m to the north-east, 
representing a possible bridge (Salisbury 1993). The two groups of timbers are more 
likely to represent the northern extents of the two timber bridges recorded in the 
recent excavations rather than a distinct bridge structure in themselves. If this 
reinterpretation is correct it is possible to assign an early 13th century date to the 
bridge, based upon the dates for timbers recorded in 1990. 

Discussion 

The three bridges span almost one hundred and fifty years of engineering history and 
demonstrate both conservatism and innovation in their development. The 11 th/12th 
century structure employed three methods of bridge support: caisson pier bases, a 
double row of earthfast posts and an unusual form of trestle frame. The caisson pier 
base type has not previously been archaeologically attested. Base plate structures are 
well documented as trestles for bridges (Rigold 1975) and other waterfront s.tructures 
(Milne 1992), though the 'hybrid' type with earthfast piles is unknown. The early 13th 
century structure employed earthfast timbers, often in clusters and with external lateral 
bracing. The successive mid 13th century structure was of regularly spaced pier bases 
of masonry and starling construction, The superstructure for this bridge may have 
been of composite masonry and timber, evident from the collapsed ashlar blocks and 
the timber trestle structure. The frame is very similar to that recorded on the 11 th 
century bridge. 

The bridges probably formed a medieval crossing point for the London-Derby 
trunk road, the precursor to the modem A6. Ogilby's road map of 1675 shows the 
crossing point for this route to be the Wilne ferry, probably close to the modern 
Cavendish bridge. The existence of the crossing point in the quarry area is suggested 
from an 18th century pre-enclosure map. Running through the medieval field system 
of Remington is a track called the 'Portway', extending from the area of the 13th 
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century bridges towards Kegworth. One of the medieval fields of Remington is called 
the 'Bridge Field'. 

The range of joints and techniques exposed on the site provides a wealth of material 
of inestimable value to those studying vernacular timber buildings. Since no 11 th
century timber buildings survive above ground, these structures provide answers to 
questions about the development and construction of buildings in this period which 
otherwise is unobtainable . An ex.tensive dendro-sampling programme is being 
undertaken by Robert Howard of Nottingham University Archaeological Department 
and will provide relative and absolute date ranges . The fieldwork has greatly 
contributed to the ongoing research by Dr A.G. Brown of the Geography Department, 
University of Leicester into the changing riverscape of this area. Detailed analysis of 
the timbers has enormous potential to provide data on species exploitation and 
selection, woodland composition and management practices, chronology, climate and 
developments in carpentry. A full post-excavation programme will be undertaken by 
Leicestershire Archaeological Unit in the near future. 

The excavation was managed by Patrick Clay, co-directed by the authors and 
funded by the Leicestershire Archaeological Unit and English Heritage. The 
Leicestershire Archaeological Unit would like to thank Ennemix for providing access 
and support during the excavation, and Dr C. R. Salisbury for his invaluable expertise 
and assistance. Finds and archive are deposited with Leicestershire Museums, 
accession no. A313. 1993. 
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Drayton II Villa (SP 817 918) Aileen Connor 

A sixth season of this training excavation, managed by Richard Pollard and directed by 
the author on behalf of Leicestershire Archaeological Unit, was undertaken between 
June and August 1993. The extent of the villa had been established by the end of 
1992, and the varied quality of preservation on the site assessed ( TLAHS, 67, 
pp.79-83). The possible second structure identified to the north-west of the villa in 
1992 was further examined and it became clear that it was in fact the westernmost 
room of a range of outbuildings along the north side of the building, with an east wing 
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forming an L shape. Two further rooms were identified within the east wing. Those 
areas of the north range that were exposed showed no sign of further partitioning, 
suggesting a simple corridor rather than a suite of rooms. The three rooms identified 
were quite small with no evidence for surviving floor levels. 

The south wall of the north range of outbuildings was well preserved at foundation 
level, and survived to two courses high in places. The north wall of the range was 
approximately 2.Sm away and largely demolished. Much building debris from the 
wall was scattered through the surrounding layers, making it difficult to distinguish 
the exact line of the wall. Further examination of the loam layer identified to the 
north of the villa in 1992 supported the interpretation of it as a possible Roman 
garden soil. The garden soil was clearly retained by the north wall of the range of 
outbuildings. 

In an attempt to identify other ancillary buildings, three trenches were excavated 
by hand to the north-east of the villa and the evidence suggests that there was at least 
one other stone building in this area. Stone walls lined with opus signinum and narrow 
stone channels showing signs of having been subjected to heat were exposed. No 
excavation of the latter was undertaken, so it is not possible to be certain of their 
function. 

Additionally, some evidence for first century occupation of the site was found in 
the form of a broad shallow ditch. This was replaced by a number of narrow, steep 
sided slots, packed with undressed ironstone, which may have held timber beams, 
suggesting the presence of timber structures on the site which were later replaced by 
the villa. 

Evidence for the collapse of the villa has also been recovered; successive layers of 
colluvium interleaving with the rubble of the collapsed walls suggests gradual 
deterioration rather than rapid demolition, and evidence from the presence of 
crushed owl pellets within one of the rooms suggests that it was abandoned, but left 
standing to be occupied by local wildlife. 

Finds and records with Leicestershire Museums (A90. l 988). 

Kirby Muxloe, A46 Leicester Western Bypass (SK 530 050) Lynden Cooper 

A fieldwalking survey in 1992, covering an area at the intersection of Glenfield and 
Kirby Muxloe parishes, revealed an extensive scatter of Iron Age and Roman pottery, 
including pieces of kiln furniture (TLAHS, 67, p.110) . In view of the threat from 
construction of the A46 Leicester Western Bypass, a major excavation covering an 
area of 4,600 sq.m. was carried out between January and April at the extreme west 
end of the new road, on the line of the slip roads leading onto the Ml. The work was 
managed by Patrick Clay and directed by the author for Leicestershire Archaeological 
Unit with funding from the Department of Transport. 

Area 1 (illus. 8) revealed the full plan of a sub-polygonal enclosure, some 23m 
across, with an inturned entrance to the south-east . Internal features were 
concentrated in this entrance area, and included post-holes, pits and structural 
curvilinear and linear gullies, presumably the remains of a round house. Elements of 
two other round houses and a four-post structure were recorded immediately north
west of the enclosure. Three sides of a second enclosure were revealed immediately to 
the south of the latter enclosure, its corner curving to respect the gully of the 
entrance-way structure. These features are all provisionally dated to the Late Bronze 
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- Iron Age, though further analysis of the finds and scientific dating may allow better 
resolution. 

Features identified in Area 2, 125m to the south (illus. 9), included elements of 
four, or possibly six, late Iron Age round houses and ditches of a Roman field system. 
Occupation of a Roman date is suggested by a concentration of intercutting post-holes 
and pits in the central area of Area 2 and a rectangular post-built structure 
superimposed upon one of the earlier round houses. 

Three further areas of archaeological interest were also recorded during the 
construction of culverts for the stream to the north and west of the site. 

These revealed several phases of palaeochannels, dating from the early Holocene, 
and a buried soil of Iron Age date . Soil samples taken from these areas have good 
potential for the recovery of pollen and other organic remains . Analysis of these 
samples and those taken from archaeological features, in conjunction with radiocarbon 
dating, will allow for the reconstruction of the local environment, answering questions 
about changes in land use and agricultural practice. Finds and archive are with 
Leicestershire Museums (Al23. 1992) . 

Bonners Lane, Leicester (SK 5855 0392) Neil Finn 

A car-park on the corner of Bonners Lane and Oxford Street, Leicester, was proposed 
for redevelopment by Leicester City Challenge Ltd as the site of De Montfort 
University's Technology, Transfer and Training Centre. The site lay outside the 
historic core of Roman and medieval Leicester, some 250m south-east of the southern 
defences and 10m south of the southern wall of the Newarke enclosure, in an area 
where little archaeological investigation had previously been undertaken (illus. 10). A 
preliminary desktop study by Dr. Paul Courtney indicated that activity may have 
occurred on the site during the Roman, medieval and post-medieval periods. A short 
evaluation undertaken by Leicestershire Archaeological Unit in the summer of 1993 
confirmed that well stratified deposits of Roman, medieval and post-medieval date 
survived intact, with very little destruction caused by more recent occupation of the 
site. 

Consultation with the developers indicated that a building design solution which 
protected the archaeological deposits was not a viable proposition. Therefore, full 
excavation of the site was undertaken by a team from the Leicestershire Archaeological 
Unit between the 1st September 1993 and the 14th January 1994; the project was 
managed by Richard Buckley and directed by the author. The evaluation was funded 
by Leicester City Council, the main excavation by Leicester City Challenge, 
Leicestershire County Council and Leicester City Council, and the excavation of the 
Saxon building was funded by English Heritage. The finds and archive are with 
Leicestershire Museums (Al 68 .1993). 

Post-excavation analysis of the site is in its early stages and more detailed 
interpretation must await the integration of stratigraphic, environmental and finds 
data. A brief summary of the results of the excavation is given here. 

Pre-Roman 

Evidence for occupation on the site in the pre-Roman period was limited to 41 
prehistoric flints and one fragment of pottery residual in later features. A Neolithic 
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ground stone axe, recovered from a Roman yard surface, was probably imported to the 
site along with the cob~Jes<that formed the surface. 

Roman (illus. 11) 

Aligned approximately north,..north-west to south-south-east across the centre of the 
site was a hitherto unknown, though long postulated, road thought to run from the 
south gate of Roman Leicester to the town of Tripontium on the border of 
Leicestershire and Warwickshire (Margary No. 572). On the eastern side of this road 
were the remains of at least two timber buildings and a cobbled yard surface into 
which two small ovens or kilns were set. On the western side of the road was a further 
yard surface and, possibly, the remains of another timber structure. A number of later 
Roman pits cut the road surface. 

Saxon (illus. 12) 

Located in the south-east comer of the site were the remains of a sunken-featured
building dated to the early-middle Saxon period. To the west, a similarly dated north
south aligned ditch, ran the full length of the site and may have formed part of an 
enclosure or field boundary. A beam slot, pit and post-holes which post-dated the · 
sunken-featured-building may have indicated a later phase of Saxon activity. 



168 

I 

L..-·-

0 ·-----

--·-·-· .... ,_.- ·, 
... 
I 

\..L._.1 
AREA 1 

AREA 2 

'-TC' 

JL 
<( 

I I 
I I 
I I 

·11 
±:t 

SITE 

t.__! NORTH 

\. 

' 
l:L ~-,, 

c. __ . ____ ___ __ - - ___ ii-~_~ 

20m 

- ·-· - LIMIT OF EXCAVATION 

~ SUNKEN FEATURED BUILDING 

-- SITE BOUNDARY 

- - - PROJECTED EDGE -··-··-LATER FEATURE/MODERN INTRUSION 

12. Banners Lane: the Saxon features 

A (~· 0 SITE 
. NORTH 

p~· ... c.,, 
\ . .j - 0~ \ 
r;;:::J ______ Q,i O Oc5i1 ~('./ o ; 

1 _; _ -1 
~~ cB . n '- .. ; 

~ 00 

r·-·-, AREA 1 ( -- ~ 

0 

""""----

AREA 2 

OOo o ·0 L-, 
C?JO 00 001: I 

Q I 
L · -·- ·-·- · -·- · - · -·-·-· -· - ·"l.. .r·-·-- - -0. ____ j 

20m 

~ STRUCTURE 

-- SITE BOUNDARY 

_ .. _ .. _ LATER FEATURE / MODERN INTRUSION 

-·-·-LIMIT OF EXCAVATION 

13. Banners Lane: principal medieval features 



ARCHAEOLOGY IN LEICESTERSHIRE AND RUTLAND 1993 169 

Medieval (illus. 13) 

Medieval deposits which occurred on the site were the result of occupation along 
Oxford Street and Bonners Lane. Located along the Oxford Street frontage were the 
remains of a series of stone and timber founded structures provisionally dated to 
between the 12th and 15th centuries . Generally speaking, these were small 
insubstantial structures which may have been outhouses rather than dwellings proper; 
the medieval street frontage having been lost to road widening in recent times. No 
structural activity dated to the medieval period survived along Banners Lane. 

The majority of the surviving medieval evidence took the form of pits and wells in 
plots to the rear of properties on the street frontages . Pits varied considerably in form, 
and presumably function, and included several large rectangular, possibly timber
lined, pits, dated to the late medieval - early post-medieval period. These pits are 
thought to represent some kind of industrial activity, with tanning being suggested as 
one possibility. 

Post-medieval (illus. 14) 

Demolition of Leicester's southern suburb and the erection of substantial defensive 
earthworks was undertaken during the Civil War in the middle of the 17th century. 
Although no clear evidence for systematic demolition was encountered on the site, two 
substantial ditches were excavated and are thought to date to this period. The first, at 
least 6m wide and 2.Sm deep, was aligned with Oxford Street and was very similar to 
defensive works excavated in Gloucester and elsewhere. The second, smaller ditch, 
was at least 2.Sm wide and 0.7m deep and was aligned with Bonners Lane, parallel to 
the southern wall of the Newarke enclosure 10m to the north. Numerous substantial 
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fragments of dressed and moulded sandstone recovered from the filling of this ditch 
probably came from the Newarke wall which was breached somewhere along this 
stretch during the siege of 1645. 

Evidence for the post-Civil War redevelopment of the southern suburb existed in 
the form of several stone-founded structures dated to around the mid l 7th-early 
18th century. At least three of these buildings survived until the middle of the 19th 
century, when the site was acquired by a Mr. William Dudgeon who constructed 
two rows of terraced houses and a bakery along the new cul-de-sac Pentonville. 
Pentonville itself was demolished in 1957 and the site has remained empty since 
then. 

Summary 

The Bonners Lane excavation has far exceeded all expectations in terms of both the 
quantity and quality of the archaeology and has the potential to increase significantly 
our understanding of the Roman, Saxon, medieval and post-medieval periods not only 
for the southern suburb but for Leicester as a whole. 

The discovery of a Roman road is important in itself, the survival of buildings 
fronting onto that road, even more so. As well as providing evidence of an extra-mural 
southern suburb, comparisons between this site and excavations conducted within the 
town walls will highlight differences in the health, wealth and relative status of those 
living within and without the town proper. 

The Saxon sunken-featured-building is the first structure from this period 
encountered on an excavation in Leicester. Finds recovered from this and other 
features on the site represent the first stratified assemblage of Saxon material from the 
town. This information will greatly increase our understanding of the nature and 
chronology of the Saxon occupation of Leicester. 

Stratified occupation deposits of the medieval and post-medieval periods rarely 
survive within the town, usually succumbing to the intensive redevelopment of the 
Victorian period and later. Information recovered from the excavation of buildings and 
associated features from these periods will serve to increase our understanding of the 
development of Leicester and its suburbs. 

Bibliography 

Margary, I.D., 1957 Roman Roads in Britain I. London:Phoenix House Ltd. 

Newarke Street, Leicester (SK 5855 0410) Lynden Cooper 

An excavation was undertaken by Leicestershire Archaeological Unit during October 
and November 1993, in advance of t4e construction of an extension to the Elfed 
Thomas Law School building in Newarke Street. The site lies outside the southern 
defences of Roman and medieval Leicester in an area known to have been occupied by 
a Roman cemetery. The project was managed by Richard Buckley, directed by the 
author, and funded by De Montfort University. Preliminary assessment of the 
stratigraphic record allows a brief discussion of the site by period. 
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Pre-Roman 

Evidence for pre-Roman activity was very sparse, comprising 24 prehistoric flints 
residual in later features and two sherds of possible Iron Age pottery. The apparent 
lack of late Iron Age pottery contrasts with many other sites within Leicester, 
suggesting that the area was not a focus for pre-Roman activity. 

Pre-cemetery activity (Late first century to second century) 

The earliest Roman features seem to represent non-intensive settlement activity in the 
form of gullies, pits, post-holes and a hearth. An east-west ditch line of multiple re
cuts extended across the site; the different re-cutting phases probably indicating a well 
maintained boundary feature. Provisional dating suggests a first century date for its 
inception, continuing as an open feature (if not a maintained feature) into the fourth 
century. The boundary was parallel to, and some 125m from, the southern town 
defences. 

The land-use of the southern area of the site during this period is uncertain, but was 
probably subject to less intensive activity than that to the north. To the south of the 
ditch complex was a large cut feature, interpreted as a quarry, dating to approximately 
the l 5th- l 6th century. This truncated the area to a uniform level, to just below the 
natural interface of sand and gravel and the Mercia mudstone clay. Although the 
quarry could have obliterated evidence such as post-holes and beam-slots, features 
such as the deeper graves and pits should have survived if present. 

Cemetery activity 

A general paucity of third-fourth century pottery may suggest a land use hiatus for this 
period. The next identifiable phase of activity is that of a cemetery. Evidence for at 
least 23 inhumation burials were identified in the northern half of the site, the largest 
group to have been found in Leicester. All identified graves were orientated east-west: 
19 burials had their head to the west; 1 burial had its head to the east; the 2 infant 
burials and a skull discovered during groundworks have uncertain orientations. 

The graves were all located to the north of the east-west ditch, presumably 
respecting this boundary. Ten of the graves had some element of stone grave-lining, a 
feature not encountered before in Roman burials from Leicester. Several graves 
produced iron nails, probably representing coffin fittings. No definite grave goods were 
identified, though small items may have been included with the bulk finds from the 
grave fills . The limited dating evidence suggests a late Roman date for the cemetery, 
probably in the fourth century. 

Following the late Roman activity, there is a gap in the archaeological record until 
the 12th-13th century. Pottery of this date was found in a north-south ditch in Area 2, 
and residual in later medieval features. The next phases of activity identified occur 
from the mid l Sth-mid 16th century, when the southern area was subject to quarrying 
(see above) . Immediately post-dating this activity was a group of unusual shallow, 
rectangular pits, thought to be trenches relating to horticultural activity. A number of 
other features, including post-holes and pits, date from the 16th to 18th centuries and 
probably relate to non-intensive back-yard activity of buildings fronting on to 
Hangman's Lane, the precursor to Newarke Street. 

Finds and records with Leicestershire Museums (A283 .1993) . 
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Wanlip, A46 Leicester western Bypass (SK 597 111) Matthew Beamish 

Full-scale excavation of an Iron Age farmstead lying between Fillingate and Wanlip 
Hill was carried out between December 1992 and March 1993 by Leicestershire 
Archaeological Unit. An evaluation earlier in the year had indicated that the site was 
of high archaeological potential and would be destroyed by the construction of the 
A46 Leicester Western Bypass (TLAHS, 67, pp.96-7). The work was managed by 
Patrick Clay, directed by the author and funded by English Heritage. 

An area of almost 0.4 hectares was investigated and 264 features were recorded (illus. 
15). These included the cut and recut enclosure ditches, and discrete features including 
pits, the post-holes of various buildings, hearths and a single cremation burial. A sequence 
of colluvial deposits was examined to the east of the site. Preliminary examination of the 
pottery from the site suggests occupation between 550 B.C. and 100 B.C. 

The style of the enclosure changed five or six times during its life, with variations 
between shallow ditches, deep ditches and palisades surrounding the area. Initially 
there was only an entrance in the south, but at some stage an entrance in the east was 
also established, only to be abandoned later in favour of the original arrangement. 

The burial which was sited 1 Orn south-west of the enclosure appeared to have been 
placed centrally within a rectangular structure perhaps 6.Sm by Sm. 

At a similar distance to the south-west of the enclosure was a round house. The building, 
which is a typical type of the Iron Age, was 14m in diameter with a clear entrance on the 
east side. The building survived as a shallow ring gully, the polygonal nature of which 
suggested that the walls were probably constructed using hurdles 4.25m long. A number of 
post-holes encircled the ring gully and may well at some stage have supported the rafters. 

Part of a rectangular or square building was also recorded to the east of the round 
house, where it was surrounded by pits and post-holes of earlier and later phases. The 
sides of this structure were at least 9m long. 

The finds and archive are with Leicestershire Museums (ASO. 1992). 

EVALUATIONS 

Groby Road, Anstey: Russell Trimble 
A46 Leicester Western Bypass (SK 544 068) 

The Leicestershire Archaeological Unit carried out an evaluation on this site from the 9th 
to the 20th August 1993, under the direction of the author. The work was carried out in 
response to planning applications in respect of materials' dumps for the A46 Leicester 
Western Bypass. The roadbuilders, AMEC-Alfred McAlpine (TV), funded the evaluation. 

Some 850m of l .Sm wide trenches were excavated, providing a three percent 
sample of the 45,000 sq.m . area under threat. In the north-east corner of the field, the 
very edge of a possible Iron Age site was uncovered, whilst to the south-east, evidence 
for a major Roman site dating from the first to the fourth century A.D. was revealed. 
This may have had an Iron age precursor, and was probably a low status settlement 
consisting of timber buildings surrounded by a large boundary ditch. The extent of the 
settlement was not determined, although recent finds of Roman coins and Iron Age 
pottery suggest it probably extends further south and east. 

In view of the results of the evaluation, a mitigation strategy was adopted to ensure 
the preservation of the archaeological levels . The finds and archive are with 
Leicestershire Museums (A264.1993). 
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Donington-le-Heath Manor House (SK 420 126): Aileen Connor 

An evaluation was carried out in the grounds of the Manor house during October and 
November 1993 by Leicestershire Archaeological Unit and Leicestershire County 
Council Training For Work, supervised by Jon Coward and Ian Hind, and directed by 
the author. The work was necessitated by proposals for a new garden layout. 

Eleven trenches (illus. 16) were investigated ranging in size from 4 sq.m. to 30 
sq.m. The natural clay subsoil was only observed where no archaeological features 
were encountered. 

Trenches 2, 8 and part of trench 1 at the front of the house all showed 
archaeological remains between 0.10 and 0.15m below the ground surface. Trenches 3 
and 9 showed a modern path to have disturbed the ground to a depth of 0 .20m. 
Trench 10 had topsoil of between 0.10 and 0.15m deep, but additional disturbance 
had been caused by the presence of service trenches. The majority of trench 1 had 
been previously excavated (Dornier 1970) showing current disturbances of between 
0.40 and 0.60m. The topsoil in trenches 4, 5, 6 and 7 was shallow, between 0.10 and 
0.15m deep, rising to 0.30m deep at the west end of trench 7 where a low modern 
bank had been raised. These trenches were all disturbed by modern service trenches. 
Trench 11 was contaminated with modern builders rubble. 

A cobbled yard was observed in trenches 1, 2, 8, and 10 to the south of the house. 
At the west end, in trenches 2 and 3 a rectangular area of cobbles bounded by 
kerbstones was noted. This kerbing is balanced with a doorway on the first floor of the 
house, suggesting it was constructed whilst that doorway was in use. Parallel with this 
kerbing, in trench 3, was a linear feature which may be the remains of earlier kerbing. 
The east end of the stone kerbing contains much larger cobbles which aligned (and are 
probably contemporary) with the ground floor door. 

In trench 1 at the south-east of the house, the removal of a 19th century brick 
surface and earlier cobbles revealed evidence of a demolished structure. The pottery 
from this gave consistent dates of 1450-1550, with one feature producing pottery as 
early as 1350. The remains of two walls on a north-south orientation were observed. 
The west wall had suffered from medieval robbing, the continuation of which was 
observed in trench 10 to the south. This robbed-out wall aligned with a change in the 
fabric of the south wall of the house, suggesting that a south-east projecting annex may 
once have been bonded into the wall at this point. Further structural evidence was also 
encountered in trench 1, comprising a short stretch of dressed masonry on an east
west orientation which could be the remains of a third wall. 

The trenches to the west of the house showed that an outbuilding may once have 
stood there. A wall on a north-south orientation was observed in trench 4, 7m to the 
west of, and roughly parallel with, the west wall of the house. This appeared to have 
been partially robbed-out and demolished and was succeeded by an 18th or 19th 
century stone-lined drain or culvert, probably the southerly continuation of a similar 
feature observed by Ann Dornier (Dornier 1972) in modem service trenches to the 
north. Other archaeological features included a crushed slate surface and the 
foundations of a barn known to have been demolished during the refurbishment of the 
house; dating evidence was not found for either of these features. 

Finds and records with Leicestershire Museums (A286. l 993). 
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Soar Valley Way, Enderby (SP 556 995) Lynden Cooper 

An archaeological evaluation was carried out by Leicestershire Archaeological Unit in 
advance of the provision of a flood relief lake associated with the widening of Soar 
Valley Way. The work was funded by the Department of Planning and 
Transportation, Leicestershire County Council and directed by the author. The 
evaluation demonstrated the presence of a concentrated scatter of worked flint, 
representing knapping debris of a probable Late Neolithic-Bronze Age date, in 
association with several undiagnostic sherds of prehistoric pottery. Two post-holes of 
Iron Age date possibly indicate activity beyond a focus of occupation which lay outside 
the site. Field boundaries of banks and ditches probably relate to medieval or post
medieval field enclosure . Finds and records with Leicestershire Museums 
(A270. l 993). 
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An archaeological evaluation at Glen Parva Manor (SK 575 980) Elaine L. Jones 

An evaluation on 22nd October 1993, at Glen Parva Manor, by Leicestershire 
Archaeological Unit revealed that there were no archaeological levels in the area of 
proposed development. The work was funded by Mansfield Brewery PLC. There 
were no finds. The archive is with Leicestershire Museums (A29 l.1993). 

St. Andrew's Church, Hambleton (SK 899 075) Elaine L. Jones 

On 7th December 1992, Leicestershire Archaeological Unit conducted an evaluation 
at St. Andrew's Church, Hambleton, Rutland, prior to proposed drainage works. Two 
small test-pits were hand dug, but no archaeological strata were confirmed, although a 
stone spread in one pit could represent early structural remains. As this was 0.4m 
below present ground level, they were not threatened by the proposed drainage 
improvements. Archive with Leicestershire Museums. 

Cumberland Street, Leicester (SK 5822 0493) David Mackie 

An evaluation was carried out in April 1993, on the site of the Duke of Cumberland 
public house in Northgates, and followed by limited excavation. This work was carried 
out in advance of a car park development by Richard Roberts Holdings Limited, who 
funded the work, and was directed by David Mackie for Leicestershire Archaeological 
Unit. Trenches were cut across the line of the northern Roman and medieval defences 
adjacent to the site of the North Gate. The town wall was represented mostly by a 
robber trench, but in places the mortar and rubble core survived. A small section was 
dug through remnants of the rampart. There were also some post-medieval loam 
spreads which could represent either make up deposits or a quarry of unknown extent. 
These were cut by a slender north-south stone foundation. Finds and records with 
Leicestershire Museums (A128.1993) . 

The Great Meeting School Rooms, Susan Ripper 
East Bond Street, Leicester (SK 5858 0478) 

An archaeological evaluation was undertaken by Leicestershire Archaeological Unit at 
The Great Meeting School Rooms, East Bond Street between the 1 st and 3rd of 
March, 1993 in advance of proposed groundworks. The work was funded by the 
Great Meeting Unitarian Chapel. Archaeological deposits of Roman, medieval and 
post-medieval date survived beneath the floor levels of the building, but were not 
exposed in a sufficiently large area to attempt interpretation or assess their extent. 
Finds and records with Leicestershire Museums (A98. l 993). 

Allotment gardens, Paul Atkins 
Lancaster Road, Leicester (SK 5916 0330) 

In advance of the proposed re-development of the allotment gardens to the rear of the 
Fire Station, Lancaster Road, an archaeological evaluation was undertaken by 
Leicestershire Archaeological Unit, during May 1993. The work was directed by the 
author and funded by Leicester University. Chance finds in the 19th century of a late 
Iron Age scored-ware pot and a Roman 'pelta' brooch suggested the possibility of Iron 
Age and Roman activity in the vicinity. However, any archaeological levels in the area 
of the evaluation, were found to have been destroyed by quarries for clay extraction 
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associated with the 19th century brickworks. Finds and archive are with Leicestershire 
Museums (Al56. 1993). 

Bow Bridge Dyeworks, John Lucas 
St Augustine's Road, Leicester (SK 5796 0448) 

Leicestershire Archaeological Unit carried out a small evaluation on 19th August 1993, in 
advance of building work at Bow Bridge Dyeworks. In the absence of any cut features, 
the evidence suggests that, prior to industrialisation, the area was under cultivation, 
despite regular flooding from the adjacent river. The work was funded by Bow Bridge 
Dyeworks Limited. Finds and archive are with Leicestershire Museums (A271. 1993). 

St. Martins West, Leicester (SK 5845 0444) Russell Trimble and John Lucas 

An evaluation on the derelict graveyard area to the south of the Guildhall, and west of St 
Martin's Cathedral, was carried out by Leicestershire Archaeological Unit, directed by 
Russell Trimble, between 12th July and 6th August 1993. The work was necessitated by 
development proposals for the Guildhall, and commissioned and funded by Leicester 
City Council. It was carried out with the permission of the Cathedral authorities. 

The graveyard seems to have been in use only between about 1750 and 1850, and 
formed part of St Martin's graveyard. Three 2 sq.m. boxes were hand excavated, and 
each inhumation was individually stored, together with any associated grave furniture, 
for future reburial. Late medieval and early post-medieval levels were identified below 
the graveyard horizons. 

Only in one box was sufficiently deep excavation carried out to locate Roman levels, 
and part of a possible street surface was located. This consisted of a metalled surface 
of rusty brown coloured pebble, which may represent a north-south street that was 
expected in roughly this location. Only the very top of this surface was identified and 
there was no further investigation of the Roman levels. Large amounts of residual 
Roman pottery and tile, including flue tile, may be evidence of nearby high status town 
houses, bordering the possible street. From existing evidence, particularly the mosaics 
found under the cathedral, this pattern of Roman occupation is not unexpected, and 
highlights the importance of Roman remains in this area. Finds and records with 
Leicestershire Museums (A24 l. l 993) 

Western Boulevard, Leicester (SK 581 041) Russell Trimble 

On the 15th and 16th of November 1993, Leicestershire Archaeological Unit carried 
out an evaluation in advance of redevelopment of the area between the De Montfort 
University Boulevard Buildings and the canalised river Soar to the east. The work was 
funded by De Montfort University and directed by the author. Trenches were 
excavated to a maximum depth of 2.17m below the present ground level, but failed to 
locate archaeologically significant deposits, being situated on the 19th century course 
of the River Soar or a related channel. A trench to the north also failed to locate any 
pre-Victorian deposits. Records are with Leicestershire Museums (A3 l 5.1993). 

Hat Farm, Lubbesthorpe (SK 545 018) Lynden Cooper 

An archaeological evaluation was undertaken between the 10th and 11 th of August by 
Leicestershire Archaeological Unit at Hat Farm, Lubbesthorpe in advance of 
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development of the Meridian Business Park. Hat Farm had been identified as the possible 
site of Hat Lodge, a medieval keeper's lodge site of the medieval Leicester Forest. Four 
trenches excavated through the foundations of the farmhouse and farm buildings failed to 
reveal any evidence earlier than the 19th century. Leicestershire Archaeological Unit 
would like to thank Wilson Bowden Properties for the use of the JCB machine and 
allowing site access. The archive is with Leicestershire Museums (A269. l 993). 

Medbourne (SP 795 298) Richard Pollard 

Trial trenching c.200m west-south-west of the stone building at Saddler's Cottage 
(TLAHS, 63, pp. I 07-8) recovered portable finds but no structural evidence. Earlier 
work on Mill Hill suggested that an area of non-intensive activity, perhaps pasture, lay 
between the 'villa' at Saddler's Cottage and the 'small town' on the hill to the west. 
Finds and records with Leicestershire Museums (AI48.1993). 

Hales Land, Mountsorrel (SK 5780 1355) Graeme Walker 

An evaluation comprising 25 machine-cut trenches was carried out at Hales Land, 
Mountsorrel, by the Cotswold Archaeological Trust for William Davis Homes 
Limited, in October 1993. Features ranging in date from the Neolithic/Bronze Age to 
the present day were revealed. The earliest material recovered was an assemblage of 73 
flints spread over the northern sector of the study area, in the vicinity of the present 
buildings known as Rothley Grange. Although nearly all of this material was 
recovered from residual contexts, the quantity of flint recovered from a trench close to 
the bank of the stream, could suggest an in situ flint scatter. A range of late Iron Age 
features and artefacts were present, probably indicating domestic habitation, and 
possibly an enclosed settlement. The original course of the stream which runs through 
the site was seen in two trenches. Deposits within channels of the original stream 
contained worked wood in a waterlogged state. The exact date and function of the 
material recovered has not been established. 

A full archive and all finds are temporarily held by Cotswold Archaeological Trust. 
These will eventually be deposited with Leicestershire Museums under the accession 
number A279. l 993. 

Nanpantan (SK 508 170) James Meek 

An evaluation was undertaken by Leicestershire Archaeological Unit in response to 
proposals to extend the Nanpantan Water Treatment Works, two miles south-west of 
Loughborough. The work was funded by Severn Trent Water and directed by the 
author. Nearby Roman finds indicated that the site had some archaeological potential, so 
12 trenches were opened. Only one archaeological feature was identified, a ditch running 
across two trenches, but a section failed to reveal any dating evidence. The total lack of 
Roman finds on this site could indicate that any Roman site close by may not have been 
intensely occupied. Finds and records with Leicestershire Museums (A284. l 993) 

Bull Lane, Oakham (SK 863 088) Elaine L. Jones 

In January 1993, Leicestershire Archaeological Unit conducted an evaluation on the 
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north side of Bull Lane in advance of development. It was directed by the author and 
funded by J. S. Clark & Co. The area lay within the historic core of Oakham and was 
shown to be inhabited on Speed's 1610 and Cullingworth's 1787 maps of the town. 

Five 2m square trenches were excavated on the sites of the proposed new dwellings 
at a distance of more than 1 Orn from the street frontage. Two pits were found 
containing respectively medieval and post-medieval pottery and probably represent 
back-yard activity away from the street frontage. This is the first excavated evidence of 
medieval activity in this area of the town. Finds and records with Leicestershire 
Museums (A5.1993). 

11 Market Place, Oakham (SK 8621 0881) Elaine L.Jones 

The Leicestershire Archaeological Unit conducted an evaluation of a small 
development site to the rear of 11 Market Place, Oakham, in May 1993. Any 
potential archaeological information had been destroyed by 19th century development. 
The evaluation was financed by Mr Kim Ng and the archive is with Leicestershire 
Museums (Al57.1993). 

Wanlip, A46 Leicester Western Bypass site 7 (SK 590 107) Lynden Cooper 

An archaeological evaluation was undertaken west of the A6 Loughborough Road at 
Wanlip, in advance of the construction of the A46 Leicester Western Bypass. This was 
to examine the site of an artefact scatter including worked flint and Saxon pottery 
discovered by fieldwalking survey. No archaeological deposits were present within the 
area examined. The work was funded by the Department of Transport. Finds and 
records with Leicestershire Museums (Al24.1993). 

WATCHING-BRIEFS 

Barwell, St. Mary's Church (SK 444 965) Elaine L. Jones 

The Leicestershire Archaeological Unit conducted a watching-brief on the digging of 
foundations for a replacement north porch at St. Mary's Church, Barwell, in October 
1993. The work was funded by the parish council. No earlier building foundations 
were found, although six sherds of 12th century pottery were recovered. Finds and 
archive with Leicestershire Museums (A288. l 993). 

Hemington Fields, Castle Donington (SK 4595 3024) C.R. Salisbury 

Since the Norman mill dam was excavated in 1985 by the Leicestershire 
Archaeological Unit and the author (Clay and Salisbury 1990), surveillance of this 
flood plain, gravel pit site has continued ( Salisbury 1993). 

In January 1993, a redeposited oak plank was removed by quarrying from the 
ancient bed of the River Trent (at SK 4621 3058). In May, five more very similar 
planks were uncovered (SK 4618 3044) which, from evidence provided by the digger 
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17. Remington Fields: two of the six planks found on the ancient bed of the River Trent downstream of the 11 th 
century bridge. 265 has the half joints on opposite sides and 272 on the same edge. They are riven and surfaced 

with an adze. An axe was used for the joints. Their felling date was A.D. 1096 . 

driver, were articulated when recovered. Five planks had half-joint slots at both ends. 
Half the sixth plank was missing. On two planks the slots were cut through the same 
edge (illus.17, 265), and through opposite edges on three planks (illus.17, 275) . The 
distance between the slots was 2.32m, 2.30m, 2.30m, 2.25m and 2.00m. The planks 
can be fitted together by 'log-cabin' jointing to form a diamond shaped box. Three of 
the planks had full sapwood and were given a confident felling date of A.D. 1096, by 
Robert Howard of the Nottingham University Tree Ring Research Laboratory. The 
planks were found 270m and 135m downstream of the newly discovered 1 lth-century 
bridge (SK 4601 3027; see above p .153) and were so like the planks used in caisson 2 
that they may either be from this structure, or from a similar but now lost caisson. 

Recording of the medieval rubble spread on the ancient river bed has continued. 
This possibly originated from bank revetments and scour prevention schemes, now 
destroyed. The total weight of stone recovered is now 176 tonnes, made up of roughly 
equal amounts of Carboniferous sand and gritstone and Triassic Mercia mudstone. 
This total does not include the vast quantities of stone associated with the newly 
discovered bridges, which is overwhelmingly Triassic Sherwood sandstone. 

Included in the rubble spread was a fragment of a 9th century Mercian cross-shaft. 
This carboniferous sandstone block is carved on three sides (illus. 18), but the detail is 
grossly damaged. This is the third fragment of Saxon sculpture found in Remington 
pit (Salisbury 1990). 
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18. Hemington Fields: three faces of a fragment of a 9th century Mercian cross shaft found on the ancient bed of 
the River Trent 

Forty-four fishweirs have now been recorded, including two associated with the 
I Ith-century bridge. Most of these are fragmentary, but during May 1993, the author 
and a small team from Retford Historical Society, excavated a complete weir, 
consisting of two wattled post fences, 16m and 32m long, meeting to form a V 
pointing downstream. Although the apex had been destroyed by quarrying, it would 
probably have been closed by a large, conical, wattled basket, similar to the .recently 
excavated l 2th-century fishing basket found in the Severn estuary, itself identical to 
the putt baskets used in the estuary until 1983 (Godbold 1993) . Two stone anchors 
suitable for holding such baskets were found near the apex. 

A total of 123 stone anchors have been recovered at Remington, including a large 
concentration around the 13th century bridge (SK 4596 3019). Three had twisted 
withies still in situ in their grooves. 

The four posts interpreted as an extension of the A.D. 1214 bridge (Salisbury 1993) 
can now be seen to form part of the newly discovered 11 th century bridge. 

I especially wish to thank Harry Gasson, foreman of Remington Gravel Pit 
(Ennemix) for his unfailing help. 
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Fenny Drayton (SK 350 970) Elaine L. Jones 

Leicestershire Archaeological Unit carried out a watching-brief at Fenny Drayton in 
September 1993 for Walker Homes Ltd, but no archaeological levels were detected. 
The archive is deposited with Leicestershire Museums (A.278 1993). 

Glenfield, Oak Meadows (SK 542 056) Paul Atkins 

Leicestershire Archaeological Unit carried out a watching-brief on engineering trial 
holes for a proposed housing development at Oak Meadows, Glenfield. The work was 
funded by Henry Boot Homes Limited. Observations and limited excavation in 15 
roughly I.Sm square holes revealed no traces of any archaeology on a site crossed by 
two Roman roads, even though the projected line of the roads was crossed several 
times. Finds and records with Leicestershire Museums (A240.I993) 

Great Casterton (TF 002 091) Susan Ripper 

A watching-brief was undertaken at Ryhall Road Farm, Great Casterton, on 15th 
September 1993, by Leicestershire Archaeological Unit during the construction of a 
garage and stables. The work was funded by Mr. and Mrs. J.W. Bennet. A possible 
Roman wall was observed running north-south across the site for a distance of 4.6m, 
and Roman, Saxo-Norman and later pottery was also recovered. The results from the 
watching brief were consistent with other work in the area in locating archaeological 
remains at a relatively shallow depth (TLAHS, 67, p.100). Finds and records with 
Leicestershire Museums (A266. l 993). 

Braunstone, Leicester (SK 540 048) Elaine L. Jones 

A watching-brief was carried out by Leicestershire Archaeological Unit on the 
excavation of four pits associated with the renewal of a water main on the Municipal 
Golf Course at Braunstone, Leicester. The work was funded by Severn Trent Water 
Ltd. Although there is evidence for Iron Age and Roman activity in the vicinity, no 
archaeological deposits were encountered. Records with Leicestershire Museums 
(A281.I993). 

27 Loseby Lane/44 Silver Street, Leicester (SK 5857 0450) Elaine L. Jones 

A watching-brief was carried out by Leicestershire Archaeological Unit on 27th 
September 1993, on the digging of foundations for an outside lavatory. The remains of 
a stone wall consisting of mortared granite and boulders were observed below the 
extant 19th century building at 44 Silver Street. This stone foundation might relate to 
the adjacent 16th century timber-framed building at the rear of 42 Silver Street, the 
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western wall of which is of similar construction and material. The work was funded by 
Messrs. Andrew and Ashwell. Finds and records with Leicestershire Museums 
(A267 .1993). 

Crown Street, Oakham (SK 862 087) Elaine L. Jones 

In March 1993 the author carried out a watching-brief on the redevelopment of a site 
between Crown Street and 19 Mill Street on behalf of Leicestershire Archaeological 
Unit. This area was shown to be inhabited on Cullingworth's 1787 map and Speed's 
1610 map of Oakham, and therefore lies in the south of the early core of the town. 
Although post-medieval structural remains were found, nothing earlier could be 
discerned. However, the unstratified pottery fragments recovered during site clearance 
by Mr Till of Stamford, included Stamford and medieval wares indicating Saxo
Norman and later activity within this part of the town. Finds arid records with 
Leicestershire Museums (Al27.1993). 

Wanlipffhurcaston (A46 Leicester Western Bypass) James Meek 

During topsoil stripping of the road line for the A46 Leicester Western Bypass, a 
watching-brief was undertaken between March and May 1993 by Leicestershire 
Archaeological Unit, in order to identify any areas of archaeological interest. There 
were three areas with concentrations of flintwork although no archaeological features 
were seen. Two were near the excavated site of Wanlip (at SK 593 110 and SK 594 
108; see above p.173), and a third was on the southern edge of Thurcaston (SK 556 
104). The work was financed by the Department of Transport. Finds and archive are 
with Leicestershire Museums (Al50.l 993). 

Whitwell (SK 9260 0821) Elaine L. Jones 

In April, 1993, the Leicestershire Archaeological Unit conducted a watching-brief on 
works associated with an extension to the Whitwell Day Sailing Centre, on the 
northern shores of Rutland Water. Although there was no structural evidence, a spread 
of Romano-British pottery, slag and flint may indicate additional settlement activity in 
the vicinity of a Romano-British farmstead excavated by Malcolm Todd in 1976 
(Todd 1981). The work was funded by M.G.L. Peterborough. Finds and records are 
with Leicestershire Museums, (A 149 .1993). 
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The Guildhall, Leicester (SK 5844 0445) Susan Ripper and Sally Warren 

During the remedial restoration works to the Guildhall, a covering of wall rendering 
was removed from the exterior west elevation of the building in order to inspect the 
condition of the wall beneath it. This revealed evidence of the original timber frame 
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19. The Guildhall: west elevation after removal of rendering 

and a hitherto unrecorded timber mullioned window within the southern 16th century 
extension. This was recorded by a detailed measured survey in January 1993 by 
Leicestershire Archaeological Unit, with funding from Leicester City Council. 
Records are with Leicestershire Museums (Al46.1993) 

Results (illus. 19 and 20) 

The west wing of the Guildhall was constructed as a two storey box-framed structure, 
approximately 14m wide by 6m high and resting on a randomly coursed stone pier. 
This comprised a dwarf stone wall across the main body of the west wing but 
deepened to cover the first storey of the west facing gable end of the southern wing. 
This phase of the building is thought to have been built c. 1480 (perhaps on the 
footprint of an earlier structure) but has since been subjected to a diverse and complex 
series of alterations and repairs. 

The most notable observation to emerge from this work is the frequency and 
ingenuity of the alterations and repairs made to the timber framing. From all areas of 
this elevation, evidence has emerged of both in situ repairs and of functional timbers 
being re-worked and re-deployed for new purposes. Some of the carpentry repair work 
has been precisely executed, while other examples show shoddy workmanship for 
temporary repairs carried out with sub-standard materials. This inconsistency in 
quality may reflect the custom of reserving the best timbers and highest standards of 
workmanship for the front of a building, with a graduation in quality through the sides 
and rear. However, this variability may also reflect the changing popularity and 
craftsmanship of timber framing. By the end of the 15th century knowledge of 
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carpentry techniques had reached a high point (around the time the west wing was 
constructed) but by the 18th century, timber framing tended to be rejected in favour 
of brick, and skills were gradually lost. This may also account for much of the poorer 
quality repair work. 

In order to house munimems, the southernmost bay of the west wing of the 
Guildhall was made fireproof in c. 1562 by inserting a full storey of random stone 
walling. A timber mullioned window was discovered in this wall and · was recorded in 
detail as part of the survey (illus. 20). 

The window measured 1.35m wide by 0.65m high, and comprised a timber 
casement with four moulded timber mullions separated by five iron glazing rods and the 
broken remains of glass and lead came. Stylistically, the window is probably 16th 
century. 

Much of the detail noted would seem to suggest that this window is not in the 
position for which it was originally intended. There is some evidence to suggest that the 
window frame was once wider than its present form and it does not appear to fit snugly 
into the recess cut into the wall, having been wedged in position using fragments of 
slate and a strip of wood. The mullions contain rebates to support the window glass, 
but the jambs at either end have no rebates which implies that they were designed for a 
different purpose. The jambs are also poorly jointed to the lintel and sill beam and the 
wood seems to be ofan inferior quality, again suggesting a later addition. 
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NOTES 

A Roman road through north-west Leicestershire P.Liddle and RF.Hartley 

This note is to draw attention to the discovery of a Roman road running from Ibstock 
to Ryknield Street in Staffordshire. The road must surely continue to the south-east 
into Leicester and a possible course is described. It is hoped that this note will 
stimulate fieldwork to confirm this line. 

The road was first noted by one of the present writers (RF.Hartley) when studying 
vertical aerial photographs taken on 19 June 1969 (Hunting Survey Ltd., Photographs 
HSL UK 70 1023 4503-4). A linear cropmark showing what appeared to be the side 
ditches of Roman road was noted in the Moira area of Ashby W oulds parish, where it 
crossed three fields. Ground observation shows that a very small stretch survives as a 
flat-topped earthwork bank. The alignment was plotted on to the Leicestershire Sites 
and Monuments Record landscape maps and then extended in each direction. To the 
west-north-west a s~ries of tracks, footpaths and parish boundaries were noted that 
followed the alignment of the cropmark for over 10km across Derbyshire and into 
Staffordshire, to meet Ryknield Street (the Roman road from Wall to Little Chester), 
more or less at right-angles (see illus. 21) . At the point where the line crosses the 
Trent, Jim Pickering has photographed a rectangular cropmark with rounded comers 
that may be a Roman fort. To the east-south-east, field boundaries, footpaths, a street 
in Normanton-le-Heath village and a bridleway are also on the same alignment. 
Between Ravenstone and lbstock the alignment runs through a Roman 'small town' 
(Liddle forthcoming), where it can be seen (dimly) on a series of 1976 oblique aerial 
photographs taken by Jim Pickering. 

There are no further definite observations on this alignment towards Leicester, 
although if it continued in a straight line it would run exactly to the West Bridge. 
While such a straight course is possible, it is, perhaps, more likely that the course runs 
to the south. Here a series of observations over the Years support the existence of a 
road. A metalled track was sectioned close to Whittington Grange in 1954 by 
Loughborough Archaeological Society (Dept. of Antiquities 1956: records and finds in 
Leicestershire Museums: Al 11.1982). To the south-east, this was observed in 1978 by 
one of the writers (P. Liddle) as a metalled track in a slight hollow way. This is 
continued by a stretch of modem road bounding Martinshaw Wood and followed by 
the Ratby-Groby parish boundary. A street in Ratby village may be on the line and 
marks a change in alignment. Certainly the next observation is on a slightly different 
alignment. This was north of Kirby Grange where Mike Ball observed a metalled track 
associated with Roman grey ware. A continuation of this line brings the road to the 
point near Oakmeadow Spinney where the road from Leicester to Mancetter turns 
sharply southwards. Since Alan McWhirr's (1967) elucidation of the line of this road, 
this change of alignment has appeared anoma_lous. The present proposal makes it 
more understandable. From this point the road has been traced across the New Parks 
Estate and Western Park to join the Glenfield Road and King Richard's Road to cross 
the River Soar into Leicester across the Bow Bridge and the West Bridge. 

It has already been noted that the long straight alignment from Staffordshire to 
lbstock is aligned directly on the Leicester Bridges. The same is true of the Mancetter 
Road (see McWhirr 1967). It would seem likely that the two road lines had been 
surveyed as independent roads running separately into Leicester but that each was 
diverted from its intended course, presumably to save resources. 
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21. A Roman road through north-west Leicestershire: map showing location of observations. 

1. Straight parish boundary between Branston & Dunstall Parishes (Staffs.) 
and Drakelow and Walton-upon-Trent (Derbys.) (1,200m). 

2. Alignment taken up by straight southern edge of Grove Wood and track 
(800m). 

3. Track passing Ashleigh House and Hill Crest Farm (1,600m). 

4. Cropmarks to the north-west and south-east of Warren House Farm, Moira (Ashby 
Woulds parish), with a small part of the Ashby de la Zouch and Ashby Woulds boundary 
on the alignment (1,400m). 

5. Field boundary on alignment but c. lOOm to north. 

6. Field boundary on alignment but c.50m to north. 

7. Field boundary and a small section of footpath on alignment. 

8. 'The Hollow', a street in Normanton le Heath, on line and continued to 
the .south-east by track. 

9. Faint cropmark of a road with closes on either side, presumably part of a small town. 

10. Track sectioned in 1954 by Loughborough Archaeological Society. 

11. Slight hollow-way with metalling noted in 1978, road along the edge of 
Martinshaw Wood. 

12. Street in Ratby village. 

13. Metalled track noted by M. Ball. 

14. Line of'MancetterRoad' noted by A.D. McWhirr. 
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A major point of interest of this road is that it revives the possibility that a major 
cross-country Roman road from Colchester to Chester may exist. The idea was made 
popular by Prof. Charles Mason and taken up by Thomas Leman and other late 18th
century antiquarians. They agreed on the route from Colchester to Leicester and, 
indeed, this is now universally accepted as Roman (Margary road nos 24 & 57). 
Beyond Leicester they found the road difficult to trace. Both believed it left by the 
North Gate and ran along Groby Road. Mason had it 'leaving Markfield windmill to 
the south-west about 2 furlongs; then by Ashby-de-la-Zouch to Burton', while Leman 
thought 

'it appeared to go through Markfield leaving the church a little to the right, and then 
up Stoney Lane; whether Long Lane was ever part of it, I am uncertain, but it appears 
to be in its direction as it points to the Ryknield Street north of Burton' (Nichols 1795, 
cxlviii & cxlix) . 

These views were quoted in the Leicestershire Victoria County History (p.190) but 
Haverfield, the leading Roman archaeologist of the day, was highly sceptical 
(Haverfield 1918, 14) and the idea of a continuation of the Gartree Road (the local 
name for the Leicestershire stretch of the 'Via Devana') to the north-west of Leicester 
fell out of favour. 

Ivan D. Margary in his classic study of Roman roads in Britain sees the road 
running south-west of Leicester (the Mancetter Road, Margary no. 57 A) as a 
continuation of the Gartree Road, linking it to Watling Street (and thence to Chester). 

There is an alternative, more local, tradition which is best expressed in an article by 
Edwin Brown (1862) of Burton on Trent. He states that Leicestershire antiquarians, 
unnamed and unfortunately untraced by the present writers, had traced the road to 
Willesley and he suggested a line through 'Willesley, Moira & Linton Heath reaching 
the Trent at Drakelow'. His local informants offered two possible sightings of roads 
but neither is convincing. The road can probably be equated ·with the "curious 
causeway called 'Leicester Headland' [which] passes over the Woulds at a short 
distance from the Moira Baths". This is described as 'raised throughout with red clear 
gravel which must have been brought for some distance' (Hextall 1852, p.155). Local 
people in the Ashby Woulds area have continued to believe in the existence of a 
Roman road across their parish, despite professional scepticism (H. Sankey, pers. 
comm.). The observations presented in this note now confirm the correctness of this 
view. It is beyond our scope to comment on the possibility of this road continuing 
beyond Ryknield Street towards Chester, but this demands serious · examination. A 
second possible road line has been noted immediately south of Coalville High Street 
( the former Long Lane) as a continuous line of hedge boundaries on a map of c. 1830. 
Metalling was seen on the line near to the cemetery in 1932. This may prove to be a 
second Roman road passing through North-West Leicestershire. Fieldwork is now 
needed to elucidate these possibilities. 
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REPORTS OF FIELDWORK Peter Liddle 

Anstey (SK 54 07) 
Mr Howard Ketteringham noted Roman and one sherd of Iron Age pottery, two 
Roman brooch fragments and Roman coins . Evaluation by Leicestershire 
Archaeological Unit before use as a topsoil dump showed Iron Age and Roman 
features (see above p.00) . 

Ashby Woulds (SK 32 14) 
Leicestershire Museums Archaeological Survey Team (LMAST) have fieldwalked a 
block of fields for British Coal. Two areas produced flint tools (an arrowhead, scraper 
and knife and two knives respectively) that might, in the absence of normal occupation 
debris, suggest burials. 

Barrow Upon Soar (SK 56 18) 
Messrs. Sean Darmon and Howard Ketteringham report a concentration of Roman 
pottery, coins, brooches and other small finds. 

Bringhurst (SP 83 92) 
Great Easton Fieldwork Group report a concentration of Iron Age, Roman and Anglo
Saxon pottery and iron slag. 

Burton and Dalby (SK 77 17) 
Mary Hatton of Melton Fieldworkers reports a concentration of over 20 sherds of 
Roman pottery and one fragment of painted wall plaster. 

Burton and Dalby (SK 77 17) 
Mary Hatton of Melton Fieldworkers has maintained a watching-brief on a housing 
development and has recovered, in small amounts, Roman, Anglo-Saxon and Saxo
Norman pottery. 

Cranoe/Slawston (c.SP 76 94) 
Fieldwalking by Leics. County Council Training for Work in two parishes straddling 
the Gartree Road, west of Medbourne Mill Hill, revealed indications of two 
settlements, at SP 76 94 (Cranoe) and SP 77 94 (Slawston). Both were within 200m 
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north of the road and are interpreted as farmsteads on the basis of the absence of 
building materials; the latter was already suspected. A general scatter of sherds at the 
west end of Mill Hill, - known as Port Hill in Slawston parish, represents the edge of 
the 'small town' on the hill. 

Eaton (SK 81 28) 
Mr Peter Beever of Melton Fieldworkers has found flint tools, including knives and 
blade cores while walking along a footpath . 

Enderby (SP 54 99) 
The Enderby and Huncote Fieldwork Group has re-walked a Roman site. Over 500 
sherds of grey ware have been collected but also a significant number of kiln bar 
fragments, which show that this was a Roman kiln site. Most of the finds come from a 
40m by 40m square. Two test trenches failed to locate the kiln itself. A magneto
meter survey is planned. Finds include samian and mortaria sherds which show that 
the site is not merely a kiln. Some prehistoric pottery was also recovered. 

Hinckley (SP 41 94) 
Mr Ron Waite has found 16 lower palaeolithic objects, including · 3 quartzite handaxes and 
2 quartzite chopping tools as well as later flint including a scale-flaked knife and a scraper. 

Houghton on the Hill (SK 67 03) 
LMAST have re-walked a Roman site found some years ago and located the site which 
produced 20 sherds. There was no sign of stone buildings. 

Kegworth (SK 49 28) 
Christine Lewis has continued her intensive collection of material from a site discovered 
close to the River Soar, in 1990. Some 300 sherds of Roman pottery have been 
recovered, predominantly grey ware, black burnished ware (BB 1) and Derbyshire ware, 
with only a tiny amount of fine ware. Also recovered were 89 Anglo-Saxon sherds, 
some decorated, and an annular loom weight. Work on the fabrics is proceeding. 

Leicester - Humberstone Ward (SK 62 07) 
LMAST have re-walked the Humberstone Farm Roman site (TLAHS, 60, pp.78-80) 
and a block of 11 fields to its north and east. In addition to Roman pottery, a scatter 
of flint, including scrapers, cores, a piercer and knife(?) was found along the ridge top. 

Leicester - Humberstone Ward (SK 63 07) 
LMAST have located a scatter of prehistoric, perhaps late Bronze Age/early Iron Age, 
pottery. 

Leicester - Humberstone Ward (SK 63 07) 
LMAST have recovered two prehistoric sherds, which may indicate a site, several 
hundred yards east of the last site. 

Leicester - Rushey Mead Ward (SK 60 08) 
Mr Howard Ketteringham reports Roman pottery, coins and a brooch fragment on a 
construction site. 
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Little Stretton (SP 66 99) 
LMAST have found a flint scatter, mostly cores and flakes but including a scraper, a 
piercer and some retouched flakes . 

Lutterworth (SP 54 85) 
Lutterworth Fieldwork Group have walked a group of fields north of Lutterworth and 
have recovered flint flakes, cores, thumbnail scrapers, a polished stone axe, a small 
narrow end scraper and a gun flint. 

Melton Mowbray, (SK 751192) 
The remains of a medieval wall were discovered by the Melton Fieldworkers during 
the construction of a car park in Nottingham Street in February 1992. Documentary 
and other evidence suggests the wall may be the boundary between the Knights 
Hospitaller and a medieval manor house. 

Misterton (SP 59 83) 
Lutterworth Fieldworkers walked a field which has several cropmarks, including some 
round barrows, and has been partly walked previously. It yielded massive quantities of 
flint including 58 scrapers and 11 arrowheads. The next field was also walked and the 
flint scatter only extended some 20m into the field. 

Mountsorrel (SK 57 14) 
LMAST walked a field in 1991 and located a flint scatter. This was re-walked in 1993 
and produced an additional 1 7 scrapers, 2 end-scrapers, 2 piercers, a knife, 14 
retouched flakes, 151 flakes, 32 cores, 4 blade cores, a core rejuvenation flake, 10 
blade-like flakes, a blade and a retouched blade. This suggests both knapping and 
occupation. 

Oadby (SK 63 01) 
LMAST have confirmed a Roman occupation site, known previously only from a few 
metal-detected finds. A significant scatter of flint, much of it bladelets was also 
collected. 

Oadby (SK 63 01) 
LMAST have defined a second area producing Roman pottery that may be a second 
occupation site. 

Owston (SK 77 07) 
Mrs Elaine Jones of The Rutland Local History and Record Society has watched a 
development in the village and recorded two pits. The first produced 12th to 14th 
century pottery while the second had Saxo-Norman material in the lower fills and 
17th/18th century material in the upper fills. Two sherds of Anglo-Saxon hand-made 
pottery were also recovered. 

Ratcliffe On The Wreake (SK 62 14) 
Mr Howard Ketteringham reports the discovery of a concentration of Roman pottery 
and coins. 
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Seagrave (SK 62 16) 
Mr Simon Holmes has recovered c.50 sherds of Roman pottery, mostly grey ware, 
from a new golf course development. 

Stoughton (SK 64 01) 
LMAST have partly defined a flint scatter consisting mostly of scrapers and retouched 
flakes which may extend into unsurveyed fields to the east. 

Stoughton (SK 64 02) 
LMAST have found a small scatter of Anglo-Saxon pottery, almost certainly an 
occupation site. 
Thurnby (SK 65 03) 
LMAST have defined a small Roman site, originally discovered by Mr Rod Branson, 
and 37 sherds of pottery have been recovered. 

ANNUAL REPORTS 

Report of the Leicestershire Archaeological Unit 1993 

The number of developer funded projects rose in 1993 to about 130, an increase of 
about 30 per cent on 1992. Five of these were major excavations, at Kirby Muxloe and 
Wanlip in advance of the Leicester Western Bypass, at Bonners Lane and Newarke 
Street in Leicester before building works and at Remington where gravel extraction 
revealed medieval bridges across earlier courses of the River Trent. Smaller-scale work 
included twenty watching-briefs, nine evaluations and three surveys. Post-excavation 
analysis continued on two major sites in Leicester, the Shires and Causeway Lane and 
draft reports were completed on the Burley Road, Oakham site and on a number of 
smaller projects. Analysis of several back-log sites in the West Bridge area of Leicester 
was also completed and publication is scheduled for mid 1994. 

Reports on much of this work can be found elsewhere in this volume, but some 
results merit special mention, notably the series of medieval bridges at Remington 
(above p.153) where the structures and particularly the woodworking techniques have 
justifiably excited national interest, and the discovery of Leicester's first domestic 
Saxon structure at Bonners Lane (above p.167). 

In addition to the 'active' projects mentioned above the remainder of the total, 
about 60, is made up of project proposals in various stages of negotiation - drawing up 
specifications and project designs, providing estimates and discussing these with the 
planners and developers. Some of this work, on small scale projects, can be done fairly 
quickly and easily but in other cases it can be a much more complicated and time
consuming process. 

Management of 'live' projects is becoming increasingly complicated, particularly 
when several are running concurrently and at different stages. However, new personnel 
management systems and the appointment of Ethne Shannon as Finance Assistant 
have eased the burden considerably. 

During the year, the Unit's newsletter Leicestershire Archaeological News: Down to 
Earth continued to flourish and displays were produced on the Roman Villa at 
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Drayton for the Market Harborough Museum and on the Causeway Lane Excavation 
for the new Inland Revenue offices. Further work was also completed on the 
permanent displays at Jewry Wall museum. 

The Unit played a full part in two museum events: The Romans are Coming in May 
and Bringing the Past to Life in August. Major contributions to the latter were to the 
Archaeological Detective Agency and guided tours around Roman Leicester and 
Leicester Castle. A one-fifth scale model of the nave of the original timber castle hall 
was built by a group of enthusiasts in their own time using materials donated by 
sponsors. Visitors were thus able to examine the carpentry techniques used by the 
medieval builders at close quarters. 

The Unit also contributed to the series of Sunday afternoon talks on the Romans in 
Leicestershire, one of the events marking the 1950th anniversary of the Roman 
invasion. A Day of Leicestershire Archaeology was held at the Museum and Art Gallery 
in February when staff from the Unit and the Archaeology Section presented a series 
of talks on recent work in the county during 1992, supplemented by displays of the 
finds. Talks were also given by Unit staff to various other societies and organisations, 
including groups of visually impaired people, during the year. Ar! Open Day was held 
on the Bonners Lane excavation in November which attracted a surprising number of 
people who braved the biting wind. 

The excavation of the Drayton Roman villa has for a number of years provided 
training and excavation experience for the County Council's Employment Training 
Scheme (now Training for Work), for students from Leicester University' s School of 
Archaeological Studies and from time to time for Adult Education students. This year 
the training element was expanded and places were offered to local amateurs and 
volunteers. Most archaeological excavations are now funded by developers and this 
sort of project, which provides not only training and experience but an opportunity for 
real involvement in the excitement of exploration and discovery, is becoming 
increasingly rare. Few units are able to offer this sort of experience and amateurs who 
used to be the core of archaeological excavation are becoming increasingly 
marginalised. Whether LAU can continue to provide this sort of opportunity remains 
to be seen. 

The Leicestershire Archaeological Award for 1992 was presented to the 
Department of Transport, East Midlands Regional Office, for the Department's 
funding of excavations along the line of the A46 improvements (most notably at 
Wanlip and Kirby Muxloe) . Joint runners-up were ECC quarries for their co
operation in allowing and funding the initial evaluation of the archaeological impact on 
the landscape of the proposed extension to Croft quarry and the Inland Revenue for 
their continuing funding of the post-excavation analysis of the Causeway Lane 
excavation. 

Arlother highlight of the year was the conference on the Historic Environment held 
at Leicester University in January 1993 by RESCUE: The British Archaeological 
Trust. The Senior Field Archaeologist, as Chairman of RESCUE, was deeply 
involved in the organisation of the conference and members of staff acted as stewards 
and helped to ensure its smooth running. 

All members of the Unit are to be congratulated on maintaining their high level of 
commitment and flexibility in responding to the ever-changing and increasing 
demands made upon them. 

Jean E. Mellor Senior Field Archaeologist 
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Report of the Leicestershire Museums Archaeological Survey Team for 1993 

The Survey Team, part of the Archaeology Section of the Leicestershire Museums, 
Arts and Records Service, collectively fulfils the function of a County Archaeologist. It 
undertakes survey itself and helps to stimulate amateur involvement. It curates the 
Sites and Monuments Record, the main archive of archaeological information about 
Leicestershire. It is the archaeological adviser to planning departments in both County 
and District Councils and, more generally, provides advice on archaeological site 
interpretation and planning. Finally, it organises events, lectures, displays and 
publications to help the public to appreciate the County's archaeology. 

In 1993 fieldwork projects were undertaken by the Team in eight of the nine 
districts of Leicestershire. Projects completed included two surveys along the Ml 
Motorway, a survey along the course of the A46 Leicester Western Bypass, small areas 
at Stoney Stanton and Mountsorrel, a potential gravel pit at North Kilworth, and a 
stretch of the Hinckley Northern Perimeter Road. 

Work also started on an English Heritage funded survey of the CWS Stoughton 
Estate and of areas at Ashby Woulds and Measham, but poor Autumn/early Winter 
weather means these will not be completed until 1994. 

Mark Nelson has now completed the year-long watching brief on the Lounge 
opencast site at Coleorton. This has produced more valuable information on the early 
coal-mining history of the area. Fred Hartley, who has co-ordinated the work (as well as 
undertaking aerial archaeological survey, earthwork survey and work on the Countryside 
Stewardship Scheme), will complete the writing up and include aspects of the work into 
Museum displays both at Snibston Discovery Park and the Jewry Wall Museum. 

The Planning side of the operation continues to take more and more resources . 
Anne Graf, with the help of Richard Knox, battle increasing demands on their time. 
Negotiations have begun with English Heritage to see if grant-aid may be forthcoming 
for an additional post in this area. 

The Community Archaeology Scheme continues to 'tick over' . Plans are being 
considered for an overhaul of the scheme and a possible re-launch of the scheme in 
1994 if resources allow. Membership of the county-wide Fieldwork Group is buoyant 
but active fieldwork schemes at local level are not expanding at present. 1993 was the 
'Year of the Romans', the 1950th anniversary of the Roman Invasion of Britain. To 
mark this, the Team (with Sam Middleton providing most of the initiative) co
ordinated a series of events. 'The Romans Are Coming' attracted 2,765 people to the 
Jewry Wall Museum on 1st May, 'In Search of the Romans', a Sunday afternoon 
lecture series, attracted some 800, while 'Bringing The Past To Life' attracted a record 
5,040. As ever, the events could not have been run without the enthusiastic support of 
both the archaeological (and other!) staff of the Museums Service as a whole and of a 
wide range of friends, of whom the Fieldwork Group provide the largest number. 

During the Summer of 1993 the backlog of the Sites and Monuments Record was 
very largely cleared. Hard choices will soon have to be made in deciding how the 
Record will develop. Various computer packages are being looked at with a view to 
making the Record more user friendly. 

In many ways, 1993 was a year for taking stock. The fruits of re-assessing many aspects 
of the Team's work should be felt in 1994 with, if resources allow, developments in the 
planning service, community archaeology and the sites and monuments record. 

Peter Liddle Archaeological Survey Officer 


